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1. Introduction 
 
This document outlines the objectives, responsibilities, composition and administration of the Policy 
Advisory Committee of the German-Australian Chamber (AHK). 
 

2. Responsibility of the Policy Advisory Committee 
 
The objective of the Policy Advisory Committee is to provide feedback, input, business sector 
expertise and prioritisation recommendations for the AHK policy work. This is done in order to 
progress the implementation and development of strategies and initiatives to support AHK’s priorities 
as outlined by the Board of Directors. 
 
The purpose of the Policy Advisory Committee is to provide business sector expertise to support the 
programs, projects and initiatives of the AHK policy work, including speaker recommendations.  
The Policy Advisory Committee members also provide expert advice and feedback on AHK policy 
activities, submissions and industry-sector specific undertakings. 
 
Benefits for companies represented on the Policy Advisory Committee include the opportunity to 
provide their industry sector expertise and advise priorities to AHK, including AHK’s policy 
submissions and to recommend speakers for AHK activities. 
 
The Policy Advisory Committee is an informal committee that cannot preclude or pre-determine any 
decisions by the AHK Board of Directors and must act in line with decisions by the AHK Board of 
Directors. 
 
The advice provided by the Policy Advisory Committee will be considered within the context of AHK 
Board of Director decisions, government policy and available AHK staff resources.  
 
The Policy Advisory Committee is expected to report annually about its activities through a short 
report to the AHK Board and the AHK members. 
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3. Policy Advisory Committee Membership and Term 
 
Membership of the Policy Advisory Committee is limited to company representatives of member 
companies of AHK. 
 
Membership is by invitation only and is limited to a manageable size to ensure a productive working 
environment. The AHK Executive Director and the AHK Director of Policy are members by way of 
office. 
Preference is given to companies that are strongly involved in the work of AHK, but also a mix of large 
companies and SMEs, broad representation of key industries and an equal gender representation is 
desired. The membership of AHK Board of Director members is also desired to ensure efficient policy 
work recommendations aligned with AHK Board of Director decisions. 
 
Potential members represent a broad range of skills and experience relevant to the AHK policy work. 
It is desired that Policy Advisory Committee members have a limited tenure to allow new company 
representatives to contribute their expertise. 
 
A Chair of the Policy Advisory Committee is elected by a majority vote for a two-year term. 
 
Membership of the Policy Advisory Committee is managed through the AHK Director of Policy, who is 
also responsible for identifying and approaching possible new members. 
 

4. Policy Advisory Group Meetings 
 
The Policy Advisory Committee will meet as appropriate to fulfill its responsibilities, with a target of 
two face to face meetings per year, supported by ongoing online communication tools. 
 
Secretariat support for the Policy Advisory Group will be provided by AHK staff, providing an agenda 
in advance of each meeting and minutes for each prior meeting. Minutes of the meetings are 
distributed to each Policy Advisory Committee member. 

5. Publication of the Policy Advisory Group Charter 
 
This Charter of Policy Advisory Group is distributed to each member of the Policy Advisory Committee 
and will also be available via the AHK website. 
 

6. Confidentiality 
 
The work of the Policy Advisory Committee is confidential. No Policy Advisory Committee discussion 
or document can be shared or discussed outside of the committee without the explicit approval by the 
Chairperson or the AHK Executive Director. 
 


